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Madam Chair,

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.

[Alignment paragraph]
Madam Chair,

The EU and its Member States agree with WHO that organisational coordination at HQ, regional and national levels on AMR needs to be strengthened and is encouraged to see that it is being considered as a ‘cross-cluster’ platform across WHO, including those working on health system strengthening and access to medicines. Consequently, we request that WHO allocates adequate core funding to the AMR Secretariat and the cross-cluster platform to ensure they are able to deliver on their objectives, including providing quality support to Member States for national action plan implementation. 

In addition, as the WHO paper points out, it is essential that we maintain country-level political commitment on AMR. As such, we would urge WHO and all Member States to capitalise on the opportunity of AMR being raised at this year’s UN High Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage. We request that WHO and its Tripartite Plus partners  provide an ambitious progress report to the UN Secretary General that sends a strong message on the need to strengthen our continued collective efforts on AMR across organisations and sectors at all levels. We look forward to receiving the report of the Secretary General to the General Assembly during its 73rd session, called for by the UN AMR Political Declaration, to facilitate, in consultation with the Secretary General, the engagement of Member States in the consideration of the report. 

Finally, the EU welcomes the development of a Tripartite Plus Workplan for AMR which uses a One Health Approach and includes the UN Environment in its delivery. However, we would have expected to see far more detail on the rationale for costings, timings, division of labour between the organisations and a clear demonstration of efficiency savings, which we would like to see included in the report for the 72nd World Health Assembly. 

Thank you Madam Chair.
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